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The cannabis industry is booming, with an ever-expanding 
market and increasingly knowledgeable consumers.

In such a competitive industry, having a standout product is crucial, and one of 
the most effective ways to achieve this is through exceptional labeling. Here’s 
how you can create cannabis labels that captivate and inform your audience.

Understanding Regulatory Requirements

Before talking about design, it's essential to understand the regulatory aspect 
of cannabis labeling, which can vary by region. Ensuring your label meets 
these requirements is the first step in creating a successful product. Common 
requirements include:

Product Information
Strain name, type (indica, 
sativa, hybrid), and THC/
CBD content

Health Warnings
Warnings about 
potential health risks 
or side effects

Legality Notices

Disclaimers about the 
legality of the product 
and age restrictions

Batch and Lab 
Testing Information
Details about testing for 
contaminants and potency

REDO



2. Eye-Catching Design

Use color, typography, and graphics to bring 
personality to your label. Use colors that stand 
out but also reflect the mood of your product. 
Choose fonts that are legible but distinctive. 
Incorporate appealing graphics or imagery that 
hints at the product’s effects, flavor, or origin. 
For example, an image of a serene landscape 
might suggest a relaxing strain.

3. Material and Finish

The tactile experience of your product matters. 
Consider high-quality materials and finishes to 
add extra dimension to your label. Consider 
materials like textured, metallic, clear, 
holographic, and glow-in-the-dark. Embossing 
or foil stamping can add a touch of luxury. 
Special varnishes like glossy, matte, or soft 
touch can help label elements stand out.
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The Elements of a Standout Cannabis Label 
Once you have your regulatory requirements accounted for, it's time to consider 
your label design.

1. Brand Identity and Logo

Your label should clearly convey your brand’s 
identity. A well-designed logo is the first step in 
achieving this. Having a logo front and center 
can make your product instantly recognizable. 
Maintaining consistency in color schemes, 
fonts, and design elements across your product 
range will also help to reinforce your brand and 
increase recognition.
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5. Interactive Elements

Consider adding interactive elements like 
scratch-and-sniff areas that allow customers 
to preview the aroma of your products. 
Peel-back layers are another option that can 
reveal additional product information or 
promotional codes. These interactive features 
make your label more dynamic and create a 
fun and engaging experience for customers, 
encouraging repeat purchases. 

4. Informative Content

Beyond regulatory information, include 
content that can help educate and engage the 
consumer. This might be descriptions of the 
strain's effects, flavor profiles, suggested uses, 
or even stories about the cultivation process. 
If you’re low on space, or if you want to keep 
your label clean, adding a QR code that links to 
more detailed product information can be very 
effective. 

6. Personalized Variable Data

Leverage variable data printing to add a 
personalized touch to your labels. Variable 
data can include product names, strain-specific 
facts or even personalized messages. It can 
also include regulatory information such as 
batch numbers, production dates, and potency 
levels. This level of detail not only informs 
consumers but also enhances the overall 
experience with your product.
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Cannabis Label Examples
Below are some examples of different design styles and techniques used to make 
unique cannabis labels. 

This label utilizes cold foil to add metallic 
elements to the name and design.

This label utilizes a textured material with 
metallic accents for a nostalgic feel.

This label utilizes a clear material to 
seamlessly blend in with the packaging.

This label utilizes a metallic material to 
emphasize the blue elements. 

This label utilizes a kraft paper material to 
add a unique texture.

These labels and packaging utilize a 
simple, sustainable-focused design.



Learn More
Creating standout cannabis labels involves a blend of compliance, creativity, and 
consumer insight. By focusing on clear brand identity, eye-catching design, quality 
materials, and informative content, you can ensure your product not only stands 
out on the shelf but also resonates with consumers. As the industry continues 
to grow and evolve, staying ahead of trends and continuously innovating your 
packaging can set your brand apart and drive long-term success.
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About Whitlam Group
Whitlam Group is a leader of engineered label solutions and functional parts, solving complex label 
challenges for the world’s largest corporations. Serving the automotive, industrial and consumer 
goods market for over sixty years, as a strategic partner. We understand the needs and processes of our 
customers and we proactively help them to achieve their objectives. 

Learn more at www.whitlam.com


