
W H I T L A M  G R O U P



Cans are becoming the go-to choice for consumers, replacing tra-
ditional bottles.  In part, this is because cans are a more efficient 
packaging process, made more affordable with mobile canners and 
smaller scale canning lines. 
Amenable to PS labeling or shrink sleeves, cans offer a greater sur-
face area than bottles for impactful branding. But which of the dec-
orating technologies is right for today’s craft brewers? 

Here’s how they compare.

PS Labeling
For creating eye catching labels with great color, standout imagery, 
unique shapes and surprising textures, nothing compares to pressure 
sensitive. PS labels offer shorter lead times, faster dispensing and smaller 
Minimum Order Quantity (MOQ)s. They can be produced digitally for 
short runs or seasonal brews. Additionally, PS labeling can make it easier 
for smaller beer brands to compete at the shelf through special printing 
techniques like foil accents, metallic colors and varnishes.

Shrink Sleeves
Shrink sleeves are pre-printed sleeves that are shrunk onto cans through 
the application of heat. Shrink sleeves work best for large volume orders. 



The answer? Brilliant graphics, intricate die cuts and greater 
design and production flexibility.
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